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President’s Message 

by Larry Coder 

     Is it really May already?    I thought I just wrote 

a president’s message for April.   Maybe I should 

just quit going to bed at night because, I swear, 

every time I wake up it has become a new month. 

The days are beginning to warm and daylight hours 

are getting longer. 

  

   Our granddaughter Samantha is our project for 

this month.  Sami had called a few weeks ago to 

inform us that her collage history class is studying 

the 1920 era. The class has been divided into their 

choice of topics to report on during that time period 

so she has chosen “Automobiles” for her group. At 

that time I enjoyed giving her a little Model T 

history and facts concerning our car.    I am sure 

you can imagine how my face lit up with pride 

when she called tonight and asked if our car could 

be displayed for the students to see.  SO, Needless 

to say -  We will be taking our “ Kelly” ( 1927 

 
“T-Times” is the publication of the Three Rivers 

Model T Ford Club and is published monthly solely 

for its members and exchange with other antique 

automobile groups. Editorial copy and advertisements 

should be sent to: Editor, 218 NE A Street, College 

Place, WA 99324 by the 25th of the month for 

inclusion in the next month’s issue. Email: 

dpeters0258@gmail.com  

 
The Three Rivers Model T Ford Club is a chapter of 

the Model T Ford Club of America.  Membership is 

recommended and encouraged. Make membership 

requests to: MTFCA, P.O. Box 126, Centerville, IN 

47330.  Annual local club dues are $20.  Monthly 

meetings are held the third Thursday of the month, 

places to be announced in the newsletter prior. 

 

 

2013 Officers 
 

Club President        Larry Coder 

m.coder@hotmail.com 

Vice President         Jim Elenbaas 

Treasurer      Mike Porter    

Secretary                 Dale Peterson 

 

Newsletter Editor   Dale Peterson 

dpeters0258@gmail.com 
  
Board Members 

1 Year -- Fred Fraser  

2 Year -- Jim Elenbaas 

3 Year – Gary Ellingson 

 

 

See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture. 

The following is a list of some styles and their uses: 

Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an article. 

continued on page 2 
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Tudor) to Columbia Basin College for a  hands –

on class report this next Tuesday, May 14th and 

educating a younger generation on Henry Ford’s 

splendid  Model T.    I wish this newsletter were 

a week earlier so we could ask for more 

volunteers to help in her assignment.    

  

I am wishing everyone a happy month of May 

with safe driving in your travels.  ⎕ 

 

continued from page 1 

Coming Events 
 

May 15 Tour to Othello and 
Monthly Meeting 

 
May 17, 18 Waitsburg Days of Real 

Sport Car show 
 
June 16 Father’s Day Tour to 

Palouse Falls 
 
July 13 Lavender Festival, 

Hermiston 10AM-6PM 
 
July 21-26 MTFCI Kanab Tour 
 
Sept 12 Grand Coulee Tour 
 
October ? Chinook Pass Tour 
 

Birthdays in May 

 
Wanda Stokes 5/16 

Paul Burma  5/23 

Russ Armstrong 5/27 

 

Anniversaries in May 

 
Ralph and June Anderson 5/8 

 

 

 
 

 

April Meeting Minutes 
April 18, 2013 

 
The April meeting of the Three Rivers Model T 
Ford Club was held at the Round Table Pizza in 
Kennewick.  The Meeting was called to order by 
President Larry Coder with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Treasurer’s report was presented by Mike 
Porter.  We have money in the bank and the 
report was accepted by motion, seconded and 
unanimously accepted by those present. 
 
Secretary’s Report.  March minutes were 
presented in the April newsletter.  Motion was 
made to accept the minutes as presented, 
seconded and passed by vote. 
 

Old Business 
 
Lavender Festival Tour in Hermiston.  Bill 
advised us that they have requested our 
cars be on display from 10AM to 6PM.  
Those that want to go will meet at Jim and 
Phyllis’s home, and then drive over.   
 
Dean and Wanda’s tour to Chinook pass is 
being rescheduled to October.  The date is 
not yet set.  We will be staying at the Stokes’ 
cabin and a neighbor’s cabin.  They have 
assured us that there will be plenty of room. 
 
Gary Ellingson’s tour to Grand Coulee will 
be moved back to September 9-12.  More 
information will be coming at upcoming 
meetings.                                         Continued page 3 
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                                                                       Continued from page 2 

Dave Ottem’s tour to Othello will happen on 
May 15.  Since this is a day before our usual 
monthly meeting date, it was decided to have 
our meeting while on that tour.  There is 
construction going on around Road 68 and 
has resulted in a full parking lot at Wal-Mart.  
Therefore, it was decided to meet at Mike and 
Linda Porter’s home at 4202 W 10th Ave at 
9AM.  The drive will be approx. 40 miles from 
Pasco.  Lunch will be provided. 
 
Club Patches.  The club patches have been 
received from Graphic Apparel.  Discussion 
involved how much to charge for the patches 
and a motion was presented, seconded and 
passed to charge $16 each.  This is 31 cents 
less than our cost.  We are not allowed to 
make money on the patches according to our 
non-profit status and the rounded number 
should be a little easier to account for.  Dale 
and Sharon had their jackets with the patches 
on.  Several members expressed an interest 
in them so the catalogs from Graphic Apparel 
will be available at the next meeting. 
 
New Business 
 
A letter was forwarded to the club via Jane 
Armstrong from Rick Shanks.  He is looking 
for interest in orders for his “Wearever” 
transmission band linings at wholesale 
prices.   
 
Roster.  A request was made for a pocket 
sized club roster with phone numbers to be 
distributed to the members.  This would 
include the cell phone numbers as well at 
home phone numbers.  We have made a 
decision to avoid printing phone numbers 
and addresses in the newsletter and website 
for security reasons.  Dale has agreed to work 
on an updated roster in the smaller format, 
hopefully by the next meeting. 
 
Marlene reported that they took the Tudor 
out for the first spring drive after the steering 
repairs.  They suffered a blowout and were 

blessed with volunteers to change to the 
spare.   
 
No further business to be presented, a 
motion for adjournment was made, seconded 
and passed.  Next meeting at the Ottem’s May 
15. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dale Peterson, secretary  ⎕ 
 

 
 

The Automobile comes to Eastern 
Washington 

by Dale Peterson 
 
   Last month I included a picture in the 
newsletter of a lineup of Ford delivery cars 
for a grocery in Walla Walla.  At that time, I 
thought it would be of interest to start a 
series of pictures of early Fords in eastern 
Washington.  Somewhere I had seen a picture 
of the ferry at Patterson with a Ford on it 
crossing the Columbia River.  Though I have 
not yet found that picture, I did find some 
very interesting information about the early 
history of automobiles in Walla Walla.   
 
   It was in 1899 that the first horseless steam 
carriage traveled the roads of the Walla Walla 
Valley.  According to Robert Bennett in his 
book Walla Walla, A Town Built to be a City 
1900-1919, J.L. Elam made frequent trips 
from Milton to Walla Walla in his little 
steamer.  No mention was made of the make.  
The first gas powered automobile that 
arrived in Walla Walla was a 1902 
Oldsmobile.  Gas for cars at the time was 
purchased at the drugstore in 5 gallon cans 
for $.30 a gallon.  Now, wouldn’t it be nice if 
we could get it at that price, even if we did 
have to go to Rite Aid to get it! 
   
   The Franklin was established soon as the 
first dependable car “to have.”  Five of these 
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air cooled autos were brought to Walla Walla 
by one Frank Googins in 1905.  In 1906 13 
Franklins were sold, in 1907 26 and in 1908 
41 Franklins were sold.  By the end of 1908 
there were an estimated 150 cars in the 
Walla Walla valley.  By 1916 there twenty-
three makes of cars being sold in the town.  
These included Buick, Franklin, Dodge, Ford, 
King, Overland, Grant, Reo Packard, 
Studebaker, Saxon, Jeffreys, Paige, Maxwell, 
Oakland, Willys-Knight, Winton, Auburn, 
Cadillac, White, Interstate, Oldsmobile and 
Hudson.  
 
   The story of introduction of Ford into the 
mix is of interest.  Harold Dahlen came to 
Walla Walla in 1909 from Bellingham, 
Washington with five Fords and the franchise 
for the Walla Walla area.  Franklin and other 
large cars controlled most of the market at 
the time.  Dahlen encountered a lot of 
resistance for his little car in “conservative 
Walla Walla.”  During one exchange with a 
local citizen about the future of the Ford, 
Dahlen replied, “The Ford is all that I say it is; 
the five Ford cars I have brought to Walla 
Walla are paid for; I can also live awhile if I 
don’t’ sell ‘em; and if Walla Wallans don’t 
want ‘em, I can take ‘em back to Bellingham 
and no harm done.” 
    

   Due to their reliability as well as their price, 
Harold did not need to take his cars back and 
soon was getting a large share of the local 
automobile trade.  His brother was recruited 
to help and 216 cars were sold in 1914 and 
an additional 350 were contracted for in 
1914.  By 1917 the Dahlen Ford Agency had 
sold some 3,500 cars around the Walla Walla 
area.  The price at the time had dropped to 
$345 for roadsters and $360 for touring cars, 
with freight to Walla Walla at $52.45.  
 
   A race between a Franklin and a Ford in 
August of 1911 helped assure Ford’s future in 
the area. The 1911 Tollgate Road Race was 
between a big 6 cylinder Franklin and the 
small 4 cylinder Ford.  A purse of $2000 was 
offered for the winner and it is said that 
several hundred dollars changed hands 
between supporters of the two autos.  The 
upstart Ford won the race, finishing on only 
three tires.  The ten mile race was over 
punishing roads showed that the cheaper and 
lighter Ford was a capable opponent of the 
larger well-established Franklin.   
 
   No wonder that the tables turned in sales in 
such a short time.  Soon, the Dahlens built a 
new building for their dealership on the site 
of the old Northern Pacific Depot on East 
Main Street. ⎕ 
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Me and the Model T 

by Bill Sheller 

The Early Spring Tour was well attended with 
12 cars, 10 antique and 2 moderns, and 
deemed a success by those who came 
along, despite some fickle spring time 
weather. The tour started at Langdon’s house 
in Hermiston, Oregon with tour packages 
consisting of a bag with the above logo on it 
and inside there was a dash plaque, 
homemade cookies, peanuts, kisses (the 
chocolate variety), water, and tour directions.  
Every car was also given a fresh daffodil just 
to remind them that it really was officially 
spring time.  There were three cars from the 
Rusty Wheels Car Club in LA Grande which 
was a real treat.  Most of the route to 
Pendleton was over gravel roads and nothing 
short of delightful.  We stopped at the 
Pendleton Airport for lunch at the Elvis Bar 
and Grill.  They open just for us and served a 
wonder meal ordered off the menu.  I think 
everyone enjoyed not only the lunch but the 
nostalgic décor as well.  On the journey to 
Pendleton we did require the trouble truck 
services, as the Carraher’s Model A broke a 
fan blade causing serious damage to the 
radiator, rendering the little Ford in-operable. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.hubimg.com/u/2472566_f520.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hubpages.com/hub/happyfaceclipart&usg=__t2Gk9pYI-Z-XFrp499nY-_PdFMs=&h=522&w=520&sz=23&hl=en&start=100&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=2b6Qj48oIfjm4M:&tbnh=131&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=spring+clip+art+free&start=80&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/6/2/9/3/11949853522092957340box_with_spring_nicu_buc_02.svg.med.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-3255.html&usg=__g42lAV7vTbEu2lGTfeU_L2HKKCg=&h=277&w=300&sz=30&hl=en&start=87&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=t9jcxB4oVKwgmM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=spring+clip+art+free&start=80&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.hubimg.com/u/2472566_f520.jpg&imgrefurl=http://hubpages.com/hub/happyfaceclipart&usg=__t2Gk9pYI-Z-XFrp499nY-_PdFMs=&h=522&w=520&sz=23&hl=en&start=100&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=2b6Qj48oIfjm4M:&tbnh=131&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=spring+clip+art+free&start=80&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
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And from the previous story, here is the ford arriving at the end of the race in Tollgate. 

After a very nice and leisurely lunch of good food and great conversation with the nicest folks 
on the planet, we headed through downtown Pendleton and out to Mission and the Wildhorse 
Resort.  The folks at the resort were kind enough to allow our cars in the “valet parking” area 
which is monitored 24/7, at no extra charge.  Needless to say they allowed us to park our own 
cars in their secure lot.  Once at the resort, folks were on their own to partake in whatever 
turned on their lamps.  However most everyone had dinner at the marvelous buffet and the 
staff accommodated 25 folks by moving some tables around.  The food was very good and at 
the senior rate (50 and above) of $13.25 it was a bargain as well.  Gosh, what a great way to 
end the day with good friends and a wonderful meal, after a magnificent journey in a Model T 
Ford! 

 

 

To say the return home journey was 
uneventful would be nothing short of a fib!  
Mother Nature had her “So you think it’s 
spring do ya” mood on with severe winds 
making driving a Model T Ford a huge 
challenge.  I’m happy and perhaps quite a 
bit grateful that the score at the end of the 
journey was Model T’s one, Mom Nature 0.  I 
think the Early Spring Tour was hugely 
successful and quite a welcome relief from 
the doldrums of winter.  Thanks to all of you 
who came along!  ⎕ 

Henry built a darn good car … Yes he did! 
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Three Rivers Model T Ford Club 

P.O. Box 7083 

Kennewick, WA   99336 
 

Next Meting 

Tour to Othello with Dave Ottem 

Lunch Served 

Meet at Mike and Linda Porter’s 

Wednesday May 15 at 9AM 

Drive your T (or come in modern) 


